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Contemporary democracies are undergoing profound transformations that affect
social structures, processes of political subjectivation, and the symbolic repertoires
through which individuals interpret their position in the social wozrld. These processes
unfold as interconnected dynamics involving material and symbolic inequalities, the
redefinition of collective belongings, and a growing weakening of social and political
ties.

In this context, the re-emergence of radicalised and ambivalent political emotions -
such as resentment, fear, anxiety, and a sense of loss - does not constitute a mere
epiphenomenon of the democratic crisis, but rather one of the principal ways through
which this crisis is experienced and politically mobilised. Political emotions operate as
sense-making devices that orient political judgement, structure perceptions of justice
and injustice, and contribute to the construction of symbolic boundaries between
social groups, between insiders and outsiders.

Resentment, in particular, should not be understood merely as a pathology of politics,
but as a historically produced form of social experience, emerging at the intersection
of structural inequalities, perceptions of injustice, and frustrated expectations of
recognition. The gap between objective and perceived inequalities, together with the
diffusion of the “fear of loss”, deeply affects processes of politicisation and forms of
political attachment, shaping relations to authority and the legitimacy of democratic
institutions.

Political sociology is therefore called upon to investigate the relationship between
structural transformations and identity processes, showing how economic and social
changes translate into specific forms of emotional and symbolic mobilisation.
Transformations of neoliberal capitalism - from the precarisation of life trajectories to
the erosion of collective protection mechanisms - have reshaped the social
foundations of democratic citizenship, fuelling demands for security, recognition, and
belonging that often find expression in forms of identity-based politicisation and
simplified narratives of social conflict.

The conference is grounded in major sociological traditions that emphasise the
inseparability of politics from social structures, value systems, and dynamics of
integration and conflict. From this standpoint, politics is conceived as a field of forces
in which structural variables, cultural processes, and emotional dynamics interact.

The II Conference of Political Sociology aims to provide a space for theoretical and
empirical debate on ongoing transformations, with particular attention to the crisis of
political representation, understood not only as an institutional mechanism but as a
social relation and a process of democratic legitimation. This crisis increasingly takes
the form of a crisis of recognition, opening up opportunities for emotionally
polarising political languages and for neo-authoritarian tendencies.

Alongside the politics of fear, the conference also seeks to explore the conditions of
possibility for a politics of hope, capable of reactivating processes of recognition,
solidarity, and emancipation. The analysis of political emotions thus becomes a central
tool for understanding both dynamics of democratic regression and practices of
resistance, grassroots mobilisations, and emerging forms of participation and
collective action. The conference invites theoretical and empirical contributions that
address these issues from a sociological perspective attentive to the interactions
between economic, symbolic, and affective dimensions of contemporary political life.



THEMATIC AREAS FOR PAPER SUBMISSIONS

Note: The following points define thematic areas, not panels. Panels will be organised
on the basis of the accepted abstracts. Contributors are therefore invited to consider
these thematic areas, which will not necessarily correspond to a specific panel.

Al - Resentment, Recognition, and Symbolic Conflicts

This area welcomes contributions that analyse resentment as a social experience
rooted in perceptions of injustice, loss, or threatened status, as well as in frustrated
expectations of recognition. Papers may examine the processes through which social
frustration, social comparison, and dynamics of relative deprivation generate political
orientations, distrust, and polarisation. Particular attention may be devoted to status
incongruence and to the tensions between symbolic recognition and material
redistribution, as well as to the conditions under which misrecognition becomes a
resource for political mobilisation. Central to this area is the analysis of symbolic
conflicts and the redefinition of identity and political boundaries between social

groups.

A2 - Political Emotions and Transformations of Democracy

This area is devoted to the analysis of the relationship between political emotions and
the functioning of contemporary democracies. Contributions may explore how fear,
resentment, anxiety, and hope shape political participation, institutional trust, and the
quality of representation, as well as processes of democratic legitimation and
delegitimation. Both empirical contributions—based on qualitative and quantitative
research—and theoretical contributions are welcome. The latter may offer concise and
problematised readings of classical and contemporary authors in sociology and
political sociology, with the aim of providing conceptual tools to interpret ongoing
democratic transformations and the nexus between emotions, social integration, and
political conflict.

A3 - The Politics of Fear, Enemy Construction, and Conspiracy Theories
Contributions may focus on the social production of fear and its political translations,
with particular reference to securitarian and conspiratorial narratives. This area invites
analyses of the mechanisms through which threats are constructed, the symbolic
definition of the “other”, and the effects of these processes on pluralism, rights, and
democratic institutions.

A4 - Social Configurations and Processes of Emancipation

This area welcomes reflections on the social, cultural, and emotional conditions of
emancipation and struggles for recognition. Papers may examine actors, practices, and
discourses capable of countering the politicisation of resentment and of reactivating
processes of recognition and solidarity. Central here is the analysis of the construction
of shared future horizons and alternative forms of political attachment.

A5 - Neoliberalism, Social Insecurity, and the Foundations of Political Distrust
Contributions may investigate the relationship between transformations of neoliberal
capitalism, the precarisation of life trajectories, and the crisis of democratic
citizenship. This area invites analyses of how the individualisation of risks, the erosion
of social protections, and increasing individual responsibility foster distrust,
disillusionment, and identity closures, including from a comparative perspective across
national contexts.

A6 - Gender, Emotions, and Political Conflict

This area is dedicated to the gendered dimensions of political emotions and
contemporary conflicts. Papers may explore how resentment, fear, and hope are
differently articulated among men, women, and non-conforming subjectivities, as well
as the role of gender policies and reactions to them in shaping political conflict.

A7 - Cultural Dynamics and Transformations of Ideologies and Political
Identities

Contributions may analyse changes in political cultures and symbolic repertoires
through which individuals interpret conflict, belonging, and participation. This area
invites reflection on the role of media, language, everyday practices, and cultural
devices in the redefinition of forms of political identification.



A8 - Social Movements and New Forms of Collective Action

This area welcomes analyses of social movements and mobilisation practices that
activate emotions alternative to fear and resentment. Papers may explore the
construction of solidarity, belonging, and non-institutionalised forms of participation,
as well as innovations in the repertoires of collective action.

A9 - Identity, Emotions, and International Politics

Contributions may address the international and transnational dimensions of
emotional and identity processes. This area invites analyses of the global circulation of
resentment, fear, and petrceived threat, and their impact on nationalism, migration
policies, geopolitical conflicts, and emerging forms of authoritarianism.

DEADLINES
e Abstract submission: 10 May 2026
o Abstract acceptance notification: 30 May 2026
* Paper submission (slides, presentation outlines, draft papers): 10 September 2026

Updates on the conference programme (plenaries and panels) and logistical
information will be progressively published on the conference website:
https:/ /www.aispoliticalsociology.com/

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE

The Scientific Committee includes the Boards of the following scientific associations
and research networks: AIS — Associazione Italiana di Sociologia, Sezione di
Sociologia Politica; ESA RN32 Political Sociology; ISA RC26 Sociotechnics —
Sociological Practice; ISA RC18 Political Sociology; ECPR Standing Group on
Political Sociology; CI08 Sociologia Politica; Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Soziologie
(DGS) — Sektion Politische Soziologie; Association Francaise de Sociologie (AFS) —
RT34 Sociologie politique.

CONTACTS AND ENQUIRIES
For all enquiries regarding the conference, please contact:

ORGANISING COMMITTEE
Political Sociology Section — AIS
sociologiapolitica@ais-sociologia.it


https://www.aispoliticalsociology.com/

